SUBJ:  Are your investments tied to genocide?

Most individual investors are quite upset when they learn that their family savings, with no knowledge on their part, are helping to support the murderous regime in Sudan, which is waging genocide against its own people in Darfur. Hundreds of thousands of people have been killed and millions displaced from their homes.

Investors Against Genocide (IAG), a Boston-based non-profit organization, is leading a national campaign to make sure mutual fund companies do not invest our savings in companies that help fund genocide. Through this effort, a shareholder proposal has been submitted to more than 50 mutual funds asking them to institute oversight procedures to screen out investments in companies that, in the judgment of the board, substantially contribute to genocide. 

Recently, IAG has been working with shareholders of Fidelity funds and TIAA-CREF funds to make those companies adopt policies that will prevent them from investing in genocide.  Even though the institutional forces aligned against shareholders prevented action this year, shareholders given the chance voted at extraordinary levels for the proposals.  Similar campaigns at other major fund companies, including Vanguard, American, and Franklin Templeton, will soon follow.

 
Momentum is building for genocide-free investing.  The campaigns at Fidelity and TIAA-CREF have received widespread press coverage and national religious and human rights organizations including the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, American Jewish World Service, Physicians for Human Rights, the Armenian Assembly of America, and the Genocide Intervention Network have backed the genocide-free investing proposal.  

The campaign cannot succeed without support from individual investors who do not want their family savings or their retirement accounts tied to the genocide in Darfur or any future genocide.  To learn how you can get involved and be a voice for genocide-free investing, please visit www.investorsagainstgenocide.org.


